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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
End of Session Summary – 2014
____________________________________________

The 2014 legislative session lasted 110 days, ten days after it was scheduled to end. Legislators worked all night and into the early hours Thursday, May 1st to pass the final bills of the 2014 legislative session. One of those bills legalized the possession and use of cannabidiol, an oil derived from the marijuana plant, for the treatment of intractable epilepsy. The controversial bill appeared dead in the House until 3 a.m., when it was brought to the floor for debate. The bill passed after only 20 minutes of debate by a vote of 77 to 20 before sailing through the Senate.

The House adjourned for the year shortly before 6 a.m., but the Senate remained in session until Friday. The Senate stayed behind for an extra day to approve a contentious resolution that authorizes subpoena power for the Senate Government Oversight Committee. Therefore, legislators in that committee can further investigate certain settlement agreements occurring within the executive branch by calling witnesses and administering oaths, as well as imposing punishment or contempt. 

Governor Branstad had a number of initiatives he wanted passed this session. However, two major issues were left unresolved. Broadband Internet expansion and anti-bullying legislation were both discussed, but neither bill made its way to the governor’s desk. Governor Branstad does have a number of bills that did make it to his desk: a tuition freeze was approved for state universities for the second year in a row; state subsidies were created for worker apprentice programs; a new tax break was developed for building renovations; and a new program that benefits military veterans was implemented. In addition, the House and Senate agreed upon a $6.96 billion budget for Fiscal Year 2015. The governor has 30 days from the date of adjournment to read through and evaluate each bill before deciding whether or not he will sign it.

Bills Signed by Governor Branstad
HF 475 – GPS Warrants

House File 475 authorizes a peace officer to make an application to a judicial officer for the issuance of a search warrant to permit the placement, tracking, monitoring or removal of a GPS device if the application is supported by the peace officer’s oath and affirmation and probable cause for believing the grounds exist. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
SF 2311 – Criminal Offenses Involving Minors

Senate File 2311 relates to the criminal offenses of enticing a minor, prostitution, sexual exploitation of a minor and human trafficking. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
SF 2310 – Underage Possession or Consumption

Senate File 2310 stipulates that a person who is the owner or lessee of property that is not a licensed premises cannot knowingly permit underage consumption of alcohol on that property. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
SF 2305 – Emergency Management Assistance
Senate File 2305 permits mutual aid agreements with other states that extend the terms and conditions set forth in the emergency management assistance compact to situations where an emergency or disaster proclamation has not been made by the governor of an affected state. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
SF 2211 – Civil Commitment of a Sexual Violent Predator
Senate File 2211 defines “convicted” in Iowa Code chapter 229A, as the current law does not define conviction. It also permits the use of juvenile delinquency proceedings as evidence in the civil commitment proceeding of a sexually violent predator. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
SF 2121 – Controlled Substances

Senate File 2121 classifies three synthetic cannabinoids, three synthetic phenethylamines, one hallucinogenic synthetic cathinone, and other hallucinogens, as Schedule I controlled substances. It also classifies two anabolic steroids and one epilepsy drug as Schedule III controlled substances. The bill also classifies a new weight loss hallucinogenic drug as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

HF 2459 – Income Tax Credit

House File 2459 provides a non-refundable individual income tax credit of $100 for an individual who is a reserve peace officer who meets the minimum training standards and who served as a reserve peace officer for the entire tax year. If the individual was not a reserve peace officer for the entire year, the credit is prorated based upon the months of service. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
Bills Sent to Governor Branstad
SF 2360 – Cannabidiol
Senate File 2360 permits a person with intractable epilepsy to acquire a written recommendation from a neurologist to acquire cannabidiol, an oil extracted from the marijuana plant, to treat and alleviate symptoms associated with intractable epilepsy. The bill awaits Governor Branstad’s approval.

HF 2289 – Drones
House File 2289 relates to the use of unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones. The bill allows information obtained via the drone to be used as evidence in a criminal or civil trial as long as it was obtained pursuant to a search warrant or would otherwise be admissible based on state and federal law. The bill awaits Governor Branstad’s approval.

Bills that Died
SF 2309- Mandatory Minimum Sentences
Senate File 2309 related to the service of mandatory minimum sentences by juveniles. The bill died in the Senate Judiciary committee.
SF 2303 –Outdoor Warning Task Force
Senate File 2303 would have provided for the establishment of a uniform statewide emergency outdoor warning system task force. The bill passed the Senate by a vote of 34 to 12, but died in the House Public Safety committee.
SF 2299 – OWI Regulations
Senate File 2299 related to Iowa’s operating-while-intoxicated law and license revocations, temporary restricted licenses, and ignition interlock devices. The bill died when the Senate failed to concur with the House’s amended version of the bill.
SF 2289 – Texting While Driving
Senate File 2289 would have made texting while driving a primary offense. Therefore, the bill would permit a peace officer to stop a driver suspected of texting while driving, regardless of whether a violation of another law has occurred. The bill passed the Senate by a vote of 41 to 7, but died in the House Public Safety committee.
SF 2279 – Volunteer Emergency Services
Senate File 2279 would have provided for employment protections for volunteer emergency services providers. The bill died in the Senate State Government committee.
SF 2243 – Roadway Laned for Traffic
Senate File 2243 related to driving on a roadway laned for traffic. The bill died in the Senate Transportation committee.
SF 2233 – IPERS
Senate File 2233 concerned public retirement systems, including IPERS, the public safety peace officers’ retirement, accident & disability system, the statewide fire and police retirement system, and the judicial retirement system. The bill died in a Senate Appropriations subcommittee.
SF 2232/HF 2465 – Mass Notification & Emergency Messaging System Fund
Senate File 2232/House File 2465 related to the dissemination of information by establishing a mass notification and emergency messaging system fund, and providing that specified information collected by state departments for public dissemination of emergency or routine information are considered confidential public records. The House and Senate passed different versions of these bills and were unable to reach concensus.
SF 2224/HF 2113 – Reasonable Force
Senate File 2224/House File 2113 related to the justifiable use of reasonable force. The bill died in the Senate Judiciary and House Public Safety committee.
SF 2201 – Kidnapping

Senate File 2201 would have changed the definition of kidnapping in the second degree to include any kidnapping where the victim is 16 years of age or younger and the kidnapping is not child stealing in violation of Iowa Code section 710.5. The bill passed the House by a vote of 96 to 3, but died in the Senate.
SF 2190 – Shackles

Senate File 2190 requires the Department of Corrections to create rules regarding the use of restraints against a pregnant inmate or detainee. These rules would apply to pregnant inmates or detainees at correctional facilities, county jails, and municipal holding facilities. The rules must also provide that restraints be used in the least restrictive manner. The bill passed the Senate by a unanimous vote, but died in the House Judiciary committee.
SF 2188 – Subpoenas

Senate File 2188 related to serving a subpoena on a peace officer or correctional officer. The bill died in the Senate Judiciary committee.
SF 2187 – Tasers
Senate File 2187 would have required the ILEA to develop training standards for the use of electronic weapons, including stun guns and tasers, by law enforcement agencies throughout the state. The bill passed the Senate unanimously, but died in the House Public Safety committee.
SF 2186 – Privileged Communications
Senate File 2186 related to privileged communications between certain peer support group counselors and officers. The bill died in the Senate Judiciary committee.
SF 2179 – Firearms Sales
Senate File 2179 related to the sale or transfer of firearms. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2150 – Sexual Offenses

Senate File 2150 related to the limitations of actions in certain sexual offenses. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2142 – Chemical Testing
Senate File 2142 related to the withdrawal of a specimen of blood or urine for chemical testing pursuant to a search warrant issued in an OWI case. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2141 – Human Trafficking
Senate File 2141 related to notice of human trafficking support services. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2126 – Defined Contribution Plan
Senate File 2126 would have provided for the development of a mandatory defined contribution pension plans for certain public employees. The bill died in a Senate State Government subcommittee.
SF 2113 – Driver Education
Senate File 2113 would have provided that peace officers and retired peace officers qualify as classroom driver education instructors.
SF 2098 – Intercepting Communications
Senate File 2098 related to intercepting communications involving human trafficking. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2089 – Hybrid Formula for IPERS
Senate File 2089 concerned the hybrid formula for calculating benefits under IPERS. The bill died in a Senate State Government subcommittee.
SF 2087 – Temporary Visitor Driver’s Licenses
Senate File 2087 concerned the issuance of temporary visitor driver’s licenses to certain foreign nationals. The bill died in a Senate Transportation subcommittee.
SF 2074 – E911 Service Calls
Senate File 2074 related to public access to audio recordings of enhanced 911 service calls. The bill died in the Senate State Government committee.
SF 2073 – Violent Habitual Offenders

Senate File 2073 would have established a criminal penalty for a violent habitual offender. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2041 – Silver Alert Program
Senate File 2041 would have created a silver alert program within DPS for missing cognitively-impaired people. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2036 – Hidden Compartments
Senate File 2036 concerned the use of hidden compartments in vehicles. The bill died in a Senate Transportation subcommittee.
SF 2027 – Harassment of Minors
Senate File 2027 related to the harassment of minors. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
HF 2209 – Harassment of Minors

House File 2209 related to the harassment of minors. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
SF 2014/HF 2012 – Possession Under 21
Senate File 2014/House File 2012 related to the possession of a pistol, revolver or ammunition by a person under the age of 21 in certain circumstances. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee and House Public Safety Committee.
SF 2012 – Municipal Tort Claims Act
Senate File 2012 would have provided an exemption from liability for certain actions by an officer or employee of a municipality under the Iowa Municipal Tort Claims Act. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2008 – Child Restraint Devices
Senate File 2008 related to the issuance of a citation to a parent or guardian for failure to use child restraint devices in a motor vehicle. The bill died in a Senate Transportation subcommittee.
SF 2007 – Disposition of Firearms
Senate File 2007 related to the disposition of seized firearms or ammunition. The bill died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
HF 2425 – Medical Cannabis Act
House File 2425 related to the creation of the Medical Cannabis Act and provided for civil and criminal penalties and fees. The bill died in the House Public Safety committee.
HF 2398 – Murder of a Peace Officer
House File 2398 related to the murder of a peace officer, reserve peace officer, correctional officer, jailer, public employee, or hostage. The bill died in the House Public Safety committee.
HF 2386 – Criminal Sentencing of Juveniles
House File 2386 related to the criminal sentencing of juveniles in district court. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2384 – IPERS
House File 2384 concerned changes to IPERS. The bill died in the House State Government committee.
HF 2381 – Firearm Suppressors
House File 2381 would have permitted the possession of a firearm suppressor, if the suppressor is registered and possessed legally. The bill passed the House by a vote of 83 to 16, but died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
HF 2363 – Motor Vehicle Enforcement
House File 2363 concerned the employment of motor vehicle enforcement officers. The bill died in the House Transportation committee.
HF 2355 – Kratom
House File 2355 would have added kratom, a hallucinogenic substances, to the list of Schedule I controlled substances. The bill died in the House Public Safety committee.
HF 2294 – Passing Lane
House File 2294 related to driving in the passing lane of a highway. The bill died in the House Transportation committee.
HF 2279 – Civil Protective Orders
House File 2279 related to the issuance of and violations of civil protective orders and criminal no-contact orders. The bill passed the House unanimously, but died in the Senate.
HF 2253 – Criminal Offenses Involving Minors

House File 2253 related to the commission of a criminal offense involving a victim 15 years of age or younger. The bill passed the House by a vote of 94 to 3, but died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
HF 2250 – Expunging Convictions
House File 2250 related to the expungement of a conviction of theft in the fifth degree. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2238 – Children in Need of Assistance
House File 2238 would have included children who had been subjected to human trafficking in child in need of assistance provisions under the juvenile justice code. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2220 – Confinement
House File 2220 would have increased mandatory minimum periods of confinement and fines for first, second and third OWI offenses. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2207 – Immunity from Prosecution
House File 2207 would have granted immunity from prosecution to people seeking medical assistance in possession-of-a-controlled-substance cases. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2206 – Removal of Charges
House File 2206 related to the removal of charge records from the Iowa court information system. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2202 – Automated Traffic Enforcement
House File 2202 related to the use of automated traffic enforcement systems. The bill died in the House Transportation committee.
HF 2197 – Driver’s Licenses
House File 2197 related to intermediate driver’s licenses and special minor’s licenses. The bill died in the House Transportation committee.
HF 2174 – Strip Searches

House File 2174 would have prohibited strip searches of a person who has been arrested for a simple misdemeanor or scheduled violation who has not been committed to the general population unless there is reasonable suspicion that the person is concealing a weapon or contraband. The bill passed the House by a vote of 94 to 5, but died in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
HF 2144 – Exposure
House File 2144 would have established exposure as a disorderly conduct criminal offense. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2136 – Privacy of a Victim
House File 2136 related to the privacy of a victim of a sex offense in a criminal or civil proceeding. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2133 – Interference

House File 2133 would have made an action interference with official acts for a person in the custody of a county or city jail if he or she knowingly obstructs or interferes with a jailer or other person who is in performance of their duties. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2127 – Sex Offender Applications
House File 2127 related to sex offender applications to modify certain sex offender registry requirements. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2125 – Disclosures
House File 2125 related to disclosures on the uniform citation and complaint form. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2092 – Invasion of Privacy
House File 2092 would have modified the criminal offense of invasion of privacy. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2071 – Board of Trustees
House File 2071 concerned review by the board of trustees of the statewide fire and police retirement system of certain determinations by participating cities. The bill died in a House State Government subcommittee.
HF 2063 – Rescue Vehicle
House File 2063 related to the operation of a rescue vehicle when responding to an emergency. The bill died in a House Public Safety subcommittee.
HF 2043 – Emergency Warning Systems
House File 2043 related to the establishment, maintenance and funding of emergency warning systems by townships and certain counties. The bill passed the House by a unanimous vote, but died in the Senate Local Government committee.
HF 2013 – Bailiffs
House File 2013 would have included certain bailiffs in the protection occupation category of IPERS. The bill died in a House Public Safety subcommittee.
HJR 2006 – Constitutional Amendment

House Joint Resolution 2006 proposed an amendment to the Iowa Constitution relating to the rights of crime victims. The bill died in the House Judiciary committee.
Prepared by:

SKINNER & PASCHKE, PLLC

204 W. Hickman Road  *  Waukee, Iowa 50263

Tel.  (515) 987-0022  Fax. (515) 987-6972


