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IOWA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Week 6:  February 14-18
____________________________________________

This week marked the end of Week 6 of the legislative session.  Much of the legislative work up to this point has been focused on preparing the budget framework and moving bills through the committee process.  

Friday, February 11th marked the final day for legislators to submit bill draft requests.  The next major milestone comes the week of February 28-March 4th, which is the first legislative funnel.  In order to continue to be eligible for consideration, bills must have passed out of their committee of origin.  Certain bills, such as tax and spending legislation, are exempt from funnel deadlines.
Legislation
The following bills of interest saw legislative action this week:

HF 278 – Eluding an Officer
HF 278 (formerly HSB 60) would make it an aggravated misdemeanor to attempt to elude a marked police car if, in doing so, the driver endangers the property or safety of someone other than the peace officer.  The bill was approved by the House Public Safety and now moves to the House floor for consideration.

HF 271/SSB 1092 – Bail Restrictions

These bills would eliminate bail eligibility for persons convicted of forcible felonies while awaiting sentencing.  Additionally, the bill would permit bail for certain assault and sexual abuse crimes.  HF 271 (formerly HSB 63) was approved by the House Judiciary Committee and now moves to the House floor for consideration.

HSB 90/SSB 1071 – Department of Public Health Bill

These bills, sponsored by the Department of Public Health, make changes to various provisions under the purview of the department.  Of particular interest, the bills would eliminate the requirement that the Department contract with the Alcohol Beverage Division for tobacco enforcement and instead require DPH to train local law enforcement on tobacco enforcement issues.  

SF 208 – Single Plates
SF 208 eliminates the requirement that a motor vehicle have two license plates and instead requires that only a rear plate be used.

SF 240/HSB 102 – Alcohol Beverage Division Bill
These bills make changes to certain provisions under the purview of the Alcohol Beverage Division.  SF 240 (formerly SSB 1086) was amended in committee to include language codifying the division practice of allowing retailer to deliver alcohol, and provides requirements for doing so.  SF 240 was approved by the Senate Commerce Committee and moves to the Senate floor for debate.

HSB 93 – Traffic Camera Authorization
HSB 93 allows the use of traffic cameras at intersections with a traffic signal, speed measuring device, and railroad crossings.  In order to utilize these devices, municipalities must approve a local ordinance and erect signs.  Additionally, all citations issues must be verified by an officer before mailed.   Fines for such offenses may not exceed $50.

HSB 95 – OWI Omnibus
HSB 95 is the OWI legislation initiated and supported by the IPOA.  It creates a 4th offense OWI, making it a Class C felony.  Additionally, the bill allows the court to order forfeiture of a vehicle if the owner is convicted of OWI 4th.  

HSB 95 also makes changes to the admissibility of a PBT.  Currently, such tests are not admissible (except under certain circumstances).  The bill would allow them to be admissible if a chemical test was refused.  

Finally, the bill also makes changes to the current law regarding warrantless withdrawal of blood, breath or urine.  Currently, such warrantless searches are permitted when a person is involved in an accident that causes personal injury or death if the peace officer believes the withdrawal will produce evidence of intoxication, the method used to take the sample is reasonable, and the peace officer believes it is an emergency situation.  This standard would remain the same for misdemeanor OWI arrests (OWI 1st and 2nd).  The requirement of an accident causing personal injury or death is eliminated for felony OWI arrests (OWI 3rd and subsequent).

HSB 95 has been assigned to the House Public Safety Committee.  Subcommittee members include Rep. Tom Shaw, Rep. Joel Fry and Rep. Rick Olson.  

SSB 1117/HSB 82 – Railroad Crossing Accidents
These bill relate to accidents that occur at railroad crossings.  Of note, the bill requires that all accidents be investigated by law enforcement, thereby eliminating any discretion.

HF 176 – Implementing Federal Law
HF 176 prohibits a state agency from implementing administrative rules or policies that exceed the requirements of corresponding federal legislation.  Additionally, the bill would void any current administrative rules that violate this provision.  HF 176 was approved by the House Economic Growth Committee and now moves to the House floor for debate.
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