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Now that both funnel deadlines have come and gone, the legislature can get down to business on those policy bills that made the deadline. The legislators have also been working hard to fine-tune the budget through committee meetings. The 100th and “final” day of the session is scheduled for April 22nd, but that date only means that legislators will no longer be paid for their time and work at the Capitol.
The deadline to file re-election papers was March 14th and 15 current legislators did not file. These legislators include 10 representatives and five senators, which include six Democrats and nine Republicans. These legislators are: Senator Dennis Black, a Democrat from Lynnville; Senator Jack Hatch, a Democrat from Des Moines; Representative Anesa Kajtazovic, a Democrat from Waterloo; Representative Pat Murphy, a Democrat from Dubuque; Representative Tyler Olson, a Democrat from Cedar Rapids; Representative Roger Thomas, a Democrat from Elkader; Representative Mark Lofgren, a Republican from Muscatine; Representative Jason Schultz, a Republican from Schleswig; Representative Mark Brandenburg, a Republican from Council Bluffs; Representative Jeff Smith, a Republican from Okoboji; Representative Tom Shaw, a Republican from Laurens; Representative Steve Olson, a Republican from DeWitt; Senator Sandra Greiner, a Republican from Keota; Senator Huber Houser, a Republican from Carson; and Senator Nancy Boettger, a Republican from Harlan.
LEGISLATION

HF 475 – GPS Warrants
House File 475, formerly House Study Bill 91, authorizes a peace officer to make an application to a judicial officer for the issuance of a search warrant to permit the placement, tracking, monitoring or removal of a GPS device if the application is supported by the peace officer’s oath and affirmation and probable cause for believing the grounds exist. The bill was amended and passed the Senate by a unanimous vote; since it was amended, it now awaits confirmation from the House.
SF 2311 – Human Trafficking
Senate File 2311, formerly Senate Study Bill 3169, redefines the term prostitution in Iowa Code section 725.1 to reflect situations where the person who sells or offers services for sex is under 18 years of age. The bill was amended and passed the House by a unanimous vote; since it was amended, it now awaits confirmation from the Senate.

SF 2310 – Underage Drinking
Senate File 2310, formerly Senate File 2146, stipulates that a person who is the owner or lessee of property that is not a licensed premises cannot knowingly permit underage consumption of alcohol on that property. The bill was approved by the House Public Safety committee and now awaits debate on the House floor.

SF 2201 – Kidnapping
Senate File 2201, formerly Senate Study Bill 3079, changes the definition of kidnapping in the second degree to include any kidnapping where the victim is 16 years of age or younger and the kidnapping is not child stealing in violation of Iowa Code section 710.5. A person who commits kidnapping in the second degree commits a Class B felony and may also be required to register as a sex offender if the kidnapping was sexually motivated. The bill would also enhance the penalty for a kidnapping in the third degree to a Class B felony if the person has a previous conviction for kidnapping. The bill was amended and passed the House by a vote of 96 to 3; since it was amended, it now awaits confirmation from the Senate.

SF 2121 – Controlled Substances
Senate File 2121, formerly Senate Study Bill 3008, classifies three synthetic cannabinoids, three synthetic phenethylamines, one hallucinogenic synthetic cathinone, and other hallucinogens, as Schedule I controlled substances. It also classifies two anabolic steroids and one epilepsy drug as Schedule III controlled substances. The bill also classifies a new weight loss hallucinogenic drug as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The bill passed the House by a unanimous vote and awaits approval from Governor Branstad.
SF 2211 – Civil Commitment of a Sexually Violent Predator
Senate File 2211, formerly Senate Study Bill 3076, defines “convicted” in Iowa Code chapter 229A, as the current law does not define conviction. It also permits the use of juvenile delinquency proceedings as evidence in the civil commitment proceeding of a sexually violent predator. The bill was amended and passed the House by a unanimous vote; since it was amended, it now awaits confirmation from the Senate.

SR 112 – Interim Study on Medical Marijuana
Senate Resolution 112 was requested by a bipartisan group of ten senators who would like to see a legislative interim study committee established to make recommendations on the feasibility of establishing a medical marijuana program in the state. The interim committee would be required to file a final report with recommendations by December 30, 2014. The bill was referred to the Rules & Administration committee.
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