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In response to recent news reports that show former state employees entered into secret settlements with state agents under administrations for both former Governor Chet Culver and Governor Branstad, both houses of the legislature are trying different tactics to get to the bottom of the problem. The Senate held a meeting on Wednesday to hear testimony from two former state employees who had signed such agreements. Another meeting was held on Thursday, where Director of the Department of Administrative Services Mike Carroll testified as to the settlements.
The House Government Oversight committee approved a bill that would ban confidentiality agreements in employee settlements involving the state. It essentially codifies the executive order Governor Branstad signed earlier this week prohibiting the confidentiality clauses and requiring all future settlements to be posted on state websites for public view. The is currently on the calendar for future debate in the House.
LEGISLATION

HF 2459 – Income Tax Credit for Reserve Peace Officers
House File 2459 provides a non-refundable individual income tax credit of $100 for an individual who is a reserve peace officer who meets the minimum training standards and who served as a reserve peace officer for the entire tax year. If the individual was not a reserve peace officer for the entire year, the credit is prorated based upon the months of service. The bill passed the House by a vote of 98 to 1 and was referred to the Senate Ways & Means committee.
SF 2121 – Controlled Substances Schedules
Senate File 2121 classifies three synthetic cannabinoids, three synthetic phenethylamines, one hallucinogenic synthetic cathinone, and other hallucinogens, as Schedule I controlled substances. It also classifies two anabolic steroids and one epilepsy drug as Schedule III controlled substances. The bill also classifies a new weight loss hallucinogenic drug as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.

SF 2211 – Civil Commitment of a Sexually Violent Predator
Senate File 2211 defines “convicted” in Iowa Code chapter 229A, as the current law does not define conviction. It also permits the use of juvenile delinquency proceedings as evidence in the civil commitment proceeding of a sexually violent predator. The bill was signed into law by Governor Branstad.
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