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The 2014 legislative session kicked off on Monday, January 13, 2014.  Much of the week is filled with ceremonial process, including the Governor’s Condition of the State Address, the Chief Justice’s State of the Judiciary, and introductory committee meetings.  Although several bills were introduced this week, not much activity takes place as legislators attend these events and other welcome back receptions.
Once again, this session indicates different concerns among Democrats and Republicans. In the Senate, Democratic leaders proposed a modest increase in state funding for Iowa schools while Republican leaders stressed the need to reduce regulatory and tax burdens on people who create jobs. House Republican leadership believes that the legislature must maintain fiscal discipline like in the past few years, which has led to the current budget surplus. House Republicans also support property tax reform and education reform. Meanwhile, the House Democratic leadership echoed Senate Democrats by putting the focus on education, stating that the biggest obstacle to job growth is a shortage of skilled workers. However, one thing both sides agree upon is that this session should end in April.
Governor’s Condition of the State Address
On Tuesday, the Governor delivered his Condition of the State address to members of the General Assembly and the public.  In his speech entitled “Iowa is Working,” Governor Branstad outlined his priorities for the upcoming legislative session and briefly described his budget goals for the year.  Governor Branstad’s priorities include (1) supporting the current, robust Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS), (2) promoting veterans in the workforce, and (3) preventing school bullying by passing the Bully-Free Iowa Act.

The Governor also proposed a budget of just over $7 billion for the 2015 fiscal year. That budget would be an increase of nearly 8 percent over the current fiscal year.  Much of this additional spending would be devoted to education, human services and property tax reform.
LEGISLATION

SSB 3039 – Domestic Abuse Residency
Senate Study Bill 3039 strikes any residency requirements related to domestic abuse assaults if the people are family or have been household members but are now living apart. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SSB 3034/HSB 503– Interference with a Correctional Officer
These bills include interference with official acts for a person in the custody of a county or city jail if he or she knowingly obstructs or interferes with a jailer or other person who is in performance of their duties. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.

SSB 3033 – Drone Rules
Senate Study Bill 3033 requires a person operating a drone that can make recordings to get a permit from the Department of Public Safety. It would also authorize the drone to be operated only over the person’s home or residence. The bill does not require a permit for a drone without recording capability. It also does not require law enforcement to get a permit for a drone if the drone is being used under a search warrant. There are civil penalties included in the bill. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.

SSB 3022 – Meth Precursors
Senate Study Bill 3022 makes possession of certain methamphetamine precursors (sodium hydroxide, ammonia nitrate, ammonia sulfate, light or medium petroleum distillates) with the intent to manufacture methamphetamine a Class D felony. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.

SF 2019 – Pregnancy Restraints
Senate File 2019 prohibits counties and jails from using restraints on a pregnant inmate or detainee unless an officer makes a determination that extraordinary circumstances require the use of restraints, the woman is not visibly pregnant and refuses to take a confirming test, or the inmate has been confined for less than 24 hours at a non-state prison. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.

HF 2016 – Automated Traffic Cameras
House File 2016 limits the fines for red light cameras and speed cameras to $75 or no more than the scheduled fine. It also authorizes the use of ATEs for enforcement of city or county speed limits. The bill would establish standards for posting signs and require potential violations to be reviewed by a police officer. The notice of a fine must include the signature of the officer who reviewed it, explain the appeals process and be sent within 30 days. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Transportation committee.

HF 2013 – Bailiffs in IPERS
House File 2013 adds bailiffs who do courthouse security and prisoner transportation and other law enforcement duties, carry guns and who have peace officer training to the protection occupation category of IPERS. The bill was introduced and referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.

HF 2012 – Youth Gun Use
House File 2012 lowers the age of a person to 12 years of age from the current law that allows a 14 year old to have a pistol and ammunition for the gun in certain supervised settings. The bill was introduced and referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.

SSB 3017 – DOT Enforcement Officers
Senate Study Bill 3017 excludes Department of Transportation enforcement officers designated as peace officers from the merit system and makes conforming changes on employment appeals and exams. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Transportation subcommittee.
HSB 513 – Handgun Permits
House Study Bill 513 exempts a member of the armed forces who is on active duty from having to get a permit in order to get a handgun. The bill was introduced and referred to a House Veterans Affairs subcommittee.
HSB 510 – Strip Searches
House Study Bill 510 prohibits strip searches of a person who has been arrested for a simple misdemeanor or schedule violation who has not been committed to the general population unless there is reasonable suspicion that the person is concealing a weapon or contraband. The bill was introduced and referred to a House Judiciary subcommittee.
HSB 501 – Crimes Against Youth
House Study Bill 501 makes any abduction of a victim 15 or younger a second degree kidnapping offense, a Class B Felony. The bill also strikes the current law involving an inmate convicted of various offenses (first and second degree murder, solicitation/attempt to commit murder, manslaughter offenses, and various assaults, sex crimes, arsons and burglaries) against a victim 15 or younger. The bill was introduced and referred to a House Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2015 – Peer Group Counselors
Senate File 2015 bars a peer group support counselor who works with police officers, fire fighters and EMS workers from testifying about any confidential communications unless the officer consents. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2014 – Youth Gun Use
Senate File 2014 lowers the age of a person to 12 years of age from the current law that allows a 14 year old to have a pistol and ammunition for the gun in certain supervised settings. The bill was introduced and referred to the Senate Judiciary committee.
HF 2005 – Underage Drinking
House File 2005 establishes a $200 scheduled fine, and other penalties, including community service and possible loss of driving privileges, for people between the age of 18-20. It also makes those under 18 years of age subject to the juvenile court and establishes penalties and notification provisions for schools and guardians. The bill was introduced and referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.
SF 2012 – Municipal Torts
Senate File 2012 excludes certain actions (assault, battery, false imprisonment, false arrest, malicious prosecution, abuse of process, libel, slander, misrepresentation, deceit, interference with contract rights) by a municipal officer or employee from the Iowa Municipality Tort Claims Act. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2008 – Children Wearing Seat Belts
Senate File 2008 allows a parent or guardian to be cited if a child under 14, or a child over 14 who cannot fasten a seat belt due to a disability, is riding in a car with the parent or guardian and is not properly belted in. It permits this citation in addition to any other citation given to the driver or the child. There would be a scheduled fine of $100 for an offense, but does not use the ticket for purposes of license suspensions. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Transportation subcommittee.
SF 2007 – Gun & Ammo Seizures
Senate File 2007 requires all guns and ammunition seized by law enforcement agencies and deemed abandoned to be turned over to the Department of Public Safety. The bill was introduced and referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
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