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The Iowa Juvenile Home was a big topic on the Hill this week. After shutting down the Toledo home at the end of 2013, Governor Branstad now faces a judicial opinion which forces the state to re-open the facility. This week, a Polk County District Court judge determined that the home must remain open for troubled and abused children. However, even with the judicial opinion, the Iowa Juvenile Home’s future is still not clear. While there is a legislative effort occurring on the Senate side to keep the home open on a long-term basis, Governor Branstad would still have the option of vetoing any appropriations given to the home. His veto would effectively shut down the home due to a lack of funds.
The Iowa Juvenile Home wasn’t the only discussion regarding children. Lawmakers in the House and Senate held a discussion aimed at reducing bullying. The anti-bullying legislation is a priority for Governor Branstad, and appears to be an issue that legislators on both sides of the political aisle agree upon. 
Adjutant General of the Iowa National Guard, Major General Timothy Orr, spoke to the legislature this week. Among his talking points, Major General Orr touted Governor Branstad’s Home Base Iowa initiative, which would help veterans obtain jobs and an education within the state. Major General Orr was also proud to announce that for the first time since 2003, the Iowa National Guard does not have any troops at war.

LEGISLATION

HF 2092 – Invasion of Privacy
House File 2092 modifies the criminal offense of invasion of privacy. A person who knowingly views, photographs or films a victim while full or partially nude for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of a person commits invasion of privacy if the victim does not consent and the victim has a reasonable expectation of privacy. The bill allows a victim to have knowledge that a perpetrator may be viewing, photographing or filming the victim. The bill was referred to a House Judiciary subcommittee.
SF 2098 – Human Trafficking
Senate File 2098 relates to intercepting communications involving human trafficking. It allows the attorney general to prepare an application for a court order authorizing the interception of wire, oral or electronic communications involving a felony human trafficking offense. The bill was referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
HSB 596 – Roadway Laned for Traffic
House Study Bill 596 amends Iowa Code section 321.306, which contains requirements for driving a vehicle on roadways laned for traffic. Currently, the requirement to drive as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane is combined with the requirement not to move from the lane until the driver has first ascertained that the movement can be mad e safely. The bill separates those two requirements and makes semantic changes to the language in the section. The bill was referred to a House Transportation subcommittee.

HSB 595 – Mass Notification & Emergency Messaging System Fund
Senate Study Bill 3104 establishes a mass notification and emergency message system fund. The money in the fund is to be used exclusively to provide for the purchase and ongoing operation of a system capable of providing mass notifications and emergency messaging to the public. The bill has been referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.
SF 2103 – OWI & Ignition Interlock Devices
Senate File 2103 eliminates duplicative provisions relating to court-ordered license revocations for OWIs. It also eliminates certain provisions regarding license revocations based on criminal OWIs, test refusals and license revocations based on test result failures. The bill would also require all people, not just repeat offenders, applying for reinstatement to install an ignition interlock device. The bill was referred to a Senate Transportation subcommittee.
HF 2133 – Interference with a Correctional Officer
House File 2133 makes an action interference with official acts for a person in the custody of a county or city jail if he or she knowingly obstructs or interferes with a jailer or other person who is in performance of their duties. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2127 – Sex Offenders
House File 2127 modifies the sex offender registry requirements so that a sex offender is no longer required to be under supervision of a judicial district department of correctional services when filing an application to modify the registry requirements. It also eliminates the requirements that the director of the judicial district department of correctional services supervising the sex offender stipulate to the modification prior to the filing of such an application. The bill was referred to the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2125 – Uniform Citation
House File 2125 relates to the disclosures on the uniform citation and complaint form. It would require a uniform citation and complaint form to inform a defendant of the penalties for nonpayment of any fine, court cost or surcharge. The bill also requires the uniform citation and complaint to provide a space to inform the person that the offense charged on its own accord requires mandatory revocation or suspension of a driver’s license upon conviction. The bill was referred to the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2115 – Privacy of Victims
House File 2115 prohibits the identity of any victim of a sexual abuse or other sexual offenses from being released to the public by any public employee except as authorized by the court prior to the arrest or filing of an information or indictment, whichever occurs first. The bill was referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.
HF 2114 – Murder of a Peace Officer
House File 2114 specifies that murder in the first degree includes the intentional killing of a peace officer or reserve peace officer when the officer is in the performance of any act which is within the scope of the lawful duty or authority of that officer and the person knew or should have known the individual to be an officer. The bill was referred to a House Public Safety subcommittee.
HF 2113 – Reasonable Force

House File 2113 provides that a person may use reasonable force, including deadly force, if it is reasonable to believe such force is necessary to avoid injury or risk to one’s life or safety or the life or safety of another, even if an alternative course of action is available if the alternative entails a risk to life or safety, or the life or safety of a third party. Under the bill, a law enforcement agency shall not arrest a person for using force unless it determines there is probable cause that the force was unlawful. The bill was referred to the House Judiciary committee.
SSB 3146 – Mandatory Minimum Sentences by Juveniles
Senate Study Bill 3146 specifies that the following mandatory minimum sentences  are not applicable to the criminal sentencing and subsequent incarceration if the person was under 18 years of age at the time the underlying criminal offense was committed: mandatory minimum for drug offenses, use of a dangerous weapon, habitual offender, minimum sentence for conspiring to manufacture, or delivery of, amphetamine or methamphetamine to a minor, prior forcible felon, and 70 percent sentences. The bill was referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.
SSB 3145 – Drones
Senate Study Bill 3145 regulates unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) utilized by a state agency or a political subdivision of the state. It would prohibit an agency from operating a UAV or disclosing or receiving information acquired through the operation of the UAV, except under certain circumstances. The bill was referred to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee.

SF 2113 – Driver Education Instructors
Senate File 2113 permits a person who is a peace officer or retired peace officer to be qualified as a classroom driver education instructor if the person also meets the board of educational examiner’s requirements for a classroom driver education instructor authorization. It limits the term “peace officer” to sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, marshals and police officers of cities, and peace officer members of the Department of Public Safety. The bill was referred to a Senate Education subcommittee.
HF 2148 – Income Tax Credit for Peace Officers
House File 2148 provides a nonrefundable individual income tax credit for an individual who is a reserve peace officer who meets the minimum training standards and who served as a reserve peace officer for the entire tax year. The credit, in the amount of $50, is to compensate the individual for services as a reserve peace officer. The bill was referred to the House Ways & Means committee.
HF 2144 – Disorderly Conduct
House File 2144 establishes exposure as a disorderly conduct criminal offense. A person commits disorderly conduct by exposing the person’s genitals or pubes to another, not the person’s spouse, if the person knows or reasonably should know the act is offensive to the viewer. The bill was referred to the House Judiciary committee.
HF 2136 – Privacy of Victims
House File 2136 changes the definition of “child” from a child under 14 years of age to a child under 18 years of age. It also specifies that the identity of any child victim of sexual abuse or related sexual offenses, incest, or sexual exploitation shall not be released to the public by any public employee except as authorized by the court prior to the arrest or filing of an information or indictment, whichever occurs first, despite the child victim attaining the age of 18. The bill was referred to the House Judiciary committee.
SF 2126 – Pension Plans
Senate File 2126 provides that employees newly hired on or after July 1, 2016 who would otherwise be members of the public safety peace officers’ retirement, accident and disability system established by Iowa Code chapters 97A, 97B, 411, or 602 shall not become members of the applicable retirement system. Instead, the bill directs each retirement system to develop an alternative defined contribution plan for the newly hired employees. The proposed plans must be established by October 1, 2015. The bill was referred to the Senate State Government committee.
SF 2121 – Controlled Substances
Senate File 2121, formerly Senate Study Bill 3008, classifies three synthetic cannabinoids, three synthetic phenethylamines, one hallucinogenic synthetic cathinone, and other hallucinogens, as Schedule I controlled substances. It also classifies two anabolic steroids and one epilepsy drug as Schedule III controlled substances. The bill also classifies a new weight loss hallucinogenic drug as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The bill was approved by the Senate Human Resources committee and is awaiting debate on the floor.
HF 2174 – Strip Searches
House File 2174, formerly House Study Bill 510, prohibits strip searches of a person who has been arrested for a simple misdemeanor or schedule violation who has not been committed to the general population unless there is reasonable suspicion that the person is concealing a weapon or contraband. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Judiciary committee.
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