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Debate is heating up on the floors of the House and Senate, as the legislature enters the final week before the funnel deadline. Friday marks the final day that committees can move policy bills from within their own house. However, bills that would be referred to the Ways & Means, Appropriations and Government Oversight committees are the exceptions to the rule, as those bills can still be introduced after the funnel.
One of the bills passed this week in the House was a ban on the sale of electronic cigarettes, or e-cigs, to minors. E-cigs are battery-operated and look like conventional cigarettes, but instead of burning the contents and producing a smoke, the products heat a liquid version of nicotine and produce a vapor. The bill passed by a vote of 76 to 22, and was sent to the Senate for discussion.
While education reform was a major topic in the legislature during the 2013 session, some lawmakers want to see it back at the forefront again this year. Senate Democrats are pushing to expand access to publicly-funded preschool for 4 year old children. Their concern centers on whether there is enough public preschool availability. However, Governor Branstad has stated that his interest would be to focus Iowa’s resources on low-income families.

LEGISLATION

SF 2187 – Electronic Weapons
Senate File 2187, formerly Senate Study Bill 3077, requires the DPS to develop training standards for the use of electronic weapons, including stun guns and tasers, by law enforcement agencies. The training must include a completion of an electronic weapons safety course. The bill was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee and awaits debate on the floor.

SF 2188 – Subpoenas on Peace Officers
Senate File 2188, formerly Senate Study Bill 3075, specifies that a subpoena may be served at the principal place of employment of a peace officer if the subpoena is related to the performance of an act within the scope of duty. The bill was approved by the Senate Judiciary committee and awaits debate on the floor.

HF 2092 – Invasion of Privacy
House File 2092 modifies the criminal offense of invasion of privacy. A person who knowingly views, photographs or films a victim while full or partially nude for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of a person commits invasion of privacy if the victim does not consent and the victim has a reasonable expectation of privacy. The bill allows a victim to have knowledge that a perpetrator may be viewing, photographing or filming the victim. The bill passed out of a House Judiciary subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.
HF 2043 – Emergency Warning Systems
House File 2043 allows trustees of any township to establish and maintain an emergency warning system. It also allows a county to assume the powers and duties of township trustees relating to warning systems for any township located in an unincorporated area of the county. The bill passed out of the House Local Government committee and awaits debate on the floor.
HSB 596 – Roadway Laned for Traffic
House Study Bill 596 amends Iowa Code section 321.306, which contains requirements for driving a vehicle on roadways laned for traffic. Currently, the requirement to drive as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane is combined with the requirement not to move from the lane until the driver has first ascertained that the movement can be mad e safely. The bill separates those two requirements and makes semantic changes to the language in the section. The bill passed out of a House Transportation subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.

HSB 595 – Mass Notification & Emergency Messaging System Fund
Senate Study Bill 3104 establishes a mass notification and emergency message system fund. The money in the fund is to be used exclusively to provide for the purchase and ongoing operation of a system capable of providing mass notifications and emergency messaging to the public. The bill passed out of a House Public Safety subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.
HSB 547 – Motor Vehicle Enforcement Officers
House Study Bill 547 amends Iowa Code section 8A.412 to exclude motor vehicle enforcement officers employed as peace officers from the merit system. The bill passed out of a House Transportation subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.
HF 2143 – Handgun Permits
House File 2143, formerly House Study Bill 513, exempts a member of the armed forces who is on active duty from having to get a permit in order to get a handgun. The bill passed out of a House Judiciary subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.
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