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This week saw a rare occurrence on the Hill: both the House and the Senate proposed the same target budget of $6.97 billion for the 2015 fiscal year. The number is a 7.4 percent increase over the current fiscal year’s budget and is slightly under Governor Branstad’s recommended budget of $7 billion. While this milestone is a significant step to adjourning session on time or even early, there is still much to do with the budget before the end of session. Legislators will need to determine the line-by-line budget details in subcommittees and committees over the next couple of weeks.
The legislature has been relatively quiet this week, with committee meetings and debate on both sides keeping the legislators busy. However, tempers flared on Tuesday during debate on a bill regarding home care for disabled people. Senator Mark Chelgren, a Republican from Ottumwa, and Senator Tom Courtney, a Democrat from Burlington, exchanged words on the floor and in the well. After a period of time to cool off, both parties appeared to move on from the personal attacks and focused back on debate. Senator Chelgren later publicly apologized for his part in the confrontation.
LEGISLATION

SF 2305 – Emergency Management Assistance
Senate File 2305, formerly Senate Study Bill 3102, allows proclamations of disaster emergency made by the governor to extend the terms and conditions of the interstate emergency management assistance compact to situations in which a disaster proclamation of an affected state has not been made by that state’s governor. It also provides additional powers and duties to the director of the department in these situations. The bill passed the House by a unanimous vote and awaits approval from Governor Branstad.
SF 2303 – Uniform Statewide Emergency Outdoor Warning System Task Force
Senate File 2303, formerly Senate File 2137, establishes a uniform statement emergency outdoor warning system task force. The objective of the task force would be to establish common guidelines across the state for the activation of emergency outdoor warning systems. The bill passed a House Public Safety subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.

SF 2201 – Kidnapping
Senate File 2201, formerly Senate Study Bill 3079, changes the definition of kidnapping in the second degree to include any kidnapping where the victim is 16 years of age or younger and the kidnapping is not child stealing in violation of Iowa Code section 710.5. A person who commits kidnapping in the second degree commits a Class B felony and may also be required to register as a sex offender if the kidnapping was sexually motivated. The bill would also enhance the penalty for a kidnapping in the third degree to a Class B felony if the person has a previous conviction for kidnapping. The bill passed a House Judiciary subcommittee and the full committee; it now awaits debate on the House floor.

SF 2121 – Controlled Substances
Senate File 2121, formerly Senate Study Bill 3008, classifies three synthetic cannabinoids, three synthetic phenethylamines, one hallucinogenic synthetic cathinone, and other hallucinogens, as Schedule I controlled substances. It also classifies two anabolic steroids and one epilepsy drug as Schedule III controlled substances. The bill also classifies a new weight loss hallucinogenic drug as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The bill was approved by the House Public Safety committee and awaits debate on the House floor.

SF 2187 – Training for Electronic Weapons
Senate File 2187, formerly Senate Study Bill 3077, requires the DPS to develop training standards for the use of electronic weapons, including stun guns and tasers, by law enforcement agencies. The training must include a completion of an electronic weapons safety course. The bill was approved by a House Public Safety subcommittee, as well as the full committee; it now awaits debate on the House floor.

SF 2211 –Sexually Violent Predators
Senate File 2211, formerly Senate Study Bill 3076, defines “convicted” in Iowa Code chapter 229A, as the current law does not define conviction. It also permits the use of juvenile delinquency proceedings as evidence in the civil commitment proceeding of a sexually violent predator. The bill was approved by a House Judiciary subcommittee and the full committee; it now awaits debate on the House floor.
HF 2174 – Strip Searches
House File 2174, formerly House Study Bill 510, prohibits strip searches of a person who has been arrested for a simple misdemeanor or schedule violation who has not been committed to the general population unless there is reasonable suspicion that the person is concealing a weapon or contraband. The bill was amended and passed in the House by a vote of 94 to 5; it was referred to the Senate Judiciary committee.

HF 2076 – Tax Credit for Volunteer Fire Fighters & EMS Personnel
House File 2076 increases the amount of the volunteer fire fighter and volunteer emergency medical services personnel tax credit available against the state individual income tax from $50 to $500. The bill was approved by a House Ways & Means subcommittee and awaits approval from the full committee.

HF 2432 – Handgun Permits
House File 2432, formerly House Study Bill 513, exempts a member of the armed forces who is on active duty from having to get a permit in order to get a handgun. The bill was placed on the House debate calendar.
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